Is it a hemlock?

HEMLOCK RESTORATION INITIATIVE
(Sponsored by NCDA&CS & USDA-FS) FHP
There are 2 native hemlocks in Western North Carolina:
the Canadian or eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis)
and the Carolina hemlock (Tsuga caroliniana)

Both native species have:
* short, flat needles (about 1/3-2/3 inch long) with
short stalks (petioles)

Tsuga canadensis
I Tsuga caroliniana

« distinctive parallel, pale lines running lengthwise - \\‘ :\‘“&\
down the underside of each needle (stomata) == =

* a bent leader
Bright green tips in spring
indicate new growth:

The needles of eastern hemlock The needles of Carolina hemlock are
(above) grow in a flat plane and whorled around the branch and
needle edges have tiny teeth. needle edges are smooth.

Mature cones are
small (3%- 1 %” long)

(left: eastern
hemlock)

(right: Carolina
hemlock)
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(It is easy to confuse pines
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